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Welcome to Solihull Choral Society


Welcome to the choir, we hope you will find the music, people and performances to be a lively, friendly and enjoyable experience. Here is some information about the choir which I hope you will find helpful.
Rehearsals
Rehearsals are held each Wednesday evening 7.30-9.30pm.  There is a break during the rehearsal for refreshments (tea/coffee is available, for a cost of 50p). We would hope and expect that you find time between rehearsals to do some practice at home. 
Each week you will be sent a newsletter (by email) from our Chair with all the information you may need for the upcoming week/rehearsal as well as other information you may find helpful. Please do read it!
Our primary rehearsal venue is Solihull School (793 Warwick Rd. Solihull B91 3DG) and we meet in the David Turnbull Music Room which is up the path from the car park, between the school chapel and main building, alongside the playing field.
Our other venue is St Alphege Junior School (Widney Manor rd. B91 3DG) There is a gated entrance to the school and its car park, you will be given the code to open the gate. 
Concerts
We have four concerts a year in November, December (our Christmas concert), March and June (our concert with a themed repertoire of pieces). You will be informed of the concert venue (as these change), but we tend to use local places, such as Solihull School Chapel, Olton Friary and St Mary Magdalene, Tanworth- In- Arden.
For each concert there is an afternoon rehearsal at the venue before the evening concert. Volunteers to help prepare the venue and sort it out after the concert are always welcome.  
Tickets for the concerts are available on the SCS website. They can be purchased on the door, but it is easier for the choir if they are purchased beforehand. Please do encourage friends and family to attend, it is wonderful to sing to a full house and, it’s immensely helpful to cover the (significant) costs of putting on concerts with professional orchestras and soloists. 
The choir has a break after the summer concert and rehearsals recommence at the beginning of September.
There is a concert diary produced for each season detailing the music, venues and rehearsal calendar including an introduction from our Music Director.

Concert Dress 
Men: black suit, white shirt, black bow tie and black shoes, minimal jewellery.  
Women: black trousers or long skirt, black shirt (with full or ¾ length sleeves), black shoes, if it’s cold a plain black cardigan, minimal jewellery.
We use an SCS choir black folder for the music (available from the choir).  

Voice Part
Our Music Director may want to assess your voice to check you are sitting in the right section (there is no formal audition). 
There are Sections Reps for each voice (Sop 1, Sop 2, Alto 1, Alto 2, Tenor and Bass) and each section has its own What’s App group which you are welcome to join. 
Please inform your Section Rep if you are unable to attend a rehearsal (they will give you their phone/email if you’re not comfortable with using What’s App).  

Music
We have a Librarian who sources most of the music we are performing. You may be asked if you already have a copy of the music as, if you have, it saves us the cost of renting the music.
For the Christmas concert we use the “Carols for Choirs” series of books, usually the “100 Carols for Choirs” and book number 5. Choir members use their own copies for the concert. 

There are other books containing several pieces that we have used many times in recent years, usually at the summer concert.  You may be asked to buy one of these next time it appears in one of our concerts.

Subscription
There is an annual subscription, currently £188, which can be paid in full or four instalments of (currently £47). 
The bank details are as follows: Solihull Choral Society, Sort code: 30 97 57, Account: 00725383. Please include your name as reference.  
If you join partway through the choir year, we will discuss a pro rata payment and agree it with you.
It is important that your subs are paid in full by June as that is when our Treasurer must submit our accounts. If you are a taxpayer, please complete the Gift Aid form as it makes a substantial difference to choir funds. 
If you are under the age of 30 there is no subscription fee. Please note that if the subscription fee is too onerous, please do speak with a member of the committee as are very happy to sort out what works for you (we would not want to lose a singer for this reason).
Choir website
We hope you have already found the choir web site (www.solihullchoral.org.uk)
Our website manager will register you and send you log in details (using the information you have provided to the membership secretary) so you can access the members area. Amongst other things, under the Members Area you will find the Choir Diary, Who’s who and news of upcoming events. 
Our Safeguarding Policy is also found on the website, please familiarise yourself with it as we sometimes work with children and young people from school choirs in the region and we have a Bursary Scheme to support young voices. 
We would like to add you to the Who’s Who section, as it is very helpful to get to know people in the choir (other than just your section!)  If you are happy to have your photo added please either send your photo to Jonathan Douglas (bass, jon@jk-douglas.co.uk) or ask Jonathan to take your picture (whilst at choir), and he will upload it. 
Choir socials 
The choir has various social events throughout the year, for example after the summer concert and in the middle term, which may include fundraising (such as raffles) to help maintain choir funds. 
Recently we have started a monthly gathering, just to be sociable, chat and have a chance to get to know members of the choir other than just those in your section! It would be lovely if you were able to join us.  Jonathan Douglas and Jen James (Alto 2) have the details.
Some choir voice sections also arrange their own gatherings on an ad hoc basis, often through their What’s App groups, watch the space. 
Jen James is helping bring the choir into the 21st century and become more engaged with social media, to promote our concerts and profile. She would greatly welcome any input from choir members to improve our online presence. Please do have a chat with her if you have any ideas or can help by providing content e.g. comments from your friends/family who have enjoyed our concerts.
Committee
The choir is run by a small committee of its members. Some useful names to help you:
Chair:            Simon Durk   (Bass)	Chair@solihllchoral.org.uk
Treasurer:     David Lewis   (Bass)	Treasurer@solihullchoral.org.uk
Secretary:     Jen James    (Alto 2)	Secretary@solihullchoral.org.uk
That’s probably enough for now.  Please, if you have any questions do not hesitate to ask any member of the committee and we’ll be more than happy to answer them.  
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